88	TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
Turkey's reluctance to enter into discussion, and was dis-
avowed by Sazonow at the end of November, 1911—pre-
sumably because the reaction of the interested powers was,
to say the least, not enthusiastic. France, while grateful for
Russia's support in the Moroccan crisis,12 not only had been
traditionally friendly to Turkey ever since the time of
Francis I, but also had varied interests in the Near East and
was reluctant to give a blank check to Russia.13 Germany,
under the insistence of Baron Marshall, German Ambas-
sador at Constantinople, whose skillful diplomacy drew
Turkey more and more within the German orbit (he even
succeeded in overcoming the temporary anti-German ten-
dency manifested by the Young Turks after the revolution),
abandoned the sympathetic attitude toward the Russian
project which the Emperor and Chancellor Bethmann-
Hollweg somewhat impulsively adopted at the outset.14
Finally, Great Britain was unwilling to go beyond the posi-
tion taken in the fall of 1908, when the matter was discussed
between Sir Edward Grey and Izvolski.15
Meanwhile, a new alignment was taking place in the Bal-
kans, although in the end its results did not bring Russia any
nearer to the Straits. The negotiations between Bulgaria
and Serbia which began early in October, 1911, a few days
12	Neratow, in charge of the Russian Foreign Office during the illness
of the Minister, Mr. Sazonow, wrote on Oct. 5, 1911, to Izvolski that
"the time has come to assure ourselves of the agreement of our Ally not
to oppose our standpoint or any steps we may take," and suggested that
an agreement concerning the Straits might take the form of letters ex-
changed between the two Foreign Ministers, as was done with Italy at
Racconigi. Stieve, op. cit., pp. 36-37.
13	See Documents diplomatique* francais (/tfy/-/^), 3rd Ser. (1911-
1914), Vol. I, particularly Nos. 18, 58, 88, 105, 114, 279, 322 and 433.
14	See Die Grosse Politik, Vol. 30, Pt. I, Chap. 236, pp. 20ifT.
15	See British Documents, Vol. IX, Pt. I, Chap. 74, Sec. Ill, pp. 3201!.

